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Presentation
Learning a second language has always been a passion of most learners around the world. The

multi-faceted globalised movement acknowledges the need for new models and methods of learning
to be added to worldwide education goals for the purpose of boosting the quality of learning.
However, the question of how best to teach them and what skills to be taught is largely overlooked.
Therefore, it has been argued that Rethinking Pedagogy is a crucial point to tackle the complex
educational challenges and to provide learners with educational support. To develop higher order
skills, today’s learners must engage in real world experiences that have a value and relevance to
their personalities and communities through collaboration, engagement in research and writing
analysis, and the ability to communicate effectively and to solve learning problems. As a key step
for educational transformation, Rethinking pedagogy needs to develop, and to specify, learners’

competencies and skills.

Aims of the Conference

The First National Conference on Teaching Foreign Languages aims to bring together leading
academic researchers and research scholars to exchange and share their experiences and research
results on all aspects of Teaching Foreign Languages. It also provides a premier interdisciplinary
platform for researchers, practitioners and educators to present and discuss the most recent
innovations and trends about teaching, and to develop learners’ competencies and skills of this
century.

Subject Fields
Education, Language Contact, Linguistics, Literature, Psychology, Didactics, ICT.

Issues
The conference provides the opportunity to explore research in a variety of disciplines where

the following trends and issues will be of particular interest but are not limited to:
1. Communication skills and collaboration.
2. Creativity and innovation.
3. Social and cross-cultural skills.
4. Ethical Considerations and Plagiarism in Academic Research
5

Academic writing and Assessments.
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Call for Contributions

All honorable authors are kindly encouraged to contribute to, and help shape, the conference
through submissions of their research abstracts, presentations and posters. Besides, high quality
research contributions describing empirical, experimental, or theoretical work in all areas of

teaching foreign languages are welcome.

All submitted conference abstracts will be blind peer-reviewed by competent reviewers (doctors and
professors from different Algerian universities).

Honorary President

e Dr. Morad NAOUM, Director of Maghnia University Centre.
e Dr. Nouria BENADDI, Director of the Institute of Letters and Languages.

President of the Conference

= Dr. Hanane RABAHI, Maghnia University Centre.
President of the Scientific and Reading Committee

* Dr. Nadia GHOUNANE, Doctor Moulay Tahar, Saida University.

Members of the Scientific and Reading Committee

e Prof. lnem MORTAD-SERIR, Tlemcen University.

« Prof. Fouzia BEDJAOUI, SIDI Bel Abbes University.
 Prof. Zoubir DENDANE, Tlemcen University.

« Prof. Bel Abbes OUERRAD, SIDI Bel Abbes University.
e Prof. Faiza SENOUCI, Tlemcen University.

e Dr. Abdelhadi BENAMAR, Oran University.

« Prof. Abbes LACHERISS, Maghnia University Centre.
« Prof. Fatema ESSERIRE, Maghnia University Centre.

e Dr. Mohamed KAMECHE, Maghnia University Centre.
« Dr. Fazilet BENZERDJEB, Maghnia University Centre.
e Dr. Wafaa LASRI, Maghnia University Centre.

« Dr. Nesrine SAHNOUNE, Maghnia University Centre.

e Dr. Mohamed DIB, Mascara University.

e Dr. Mohammed Nassim NEGADI, Tlemcen University.
e Dr. Hanane SAIHI, Biskra University.

e Dr. Mohammed Seghir HALIMI, Ourgla University.

e Dr. Farouk BENABDI, Mascara University.
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« Dr. Said BENAMER, Maghnia University Centre.

e Dr. Djamel BENADLA, Saida University.

« Dr. Wahiba WAHIB, Maghnia University Centre.

e Dr. Chahrazed HAMZAOQOUI, AinTemouchent University.
e Dr. Naima GUEROUDJ, Saida University.

e Dr. Samir ZIANI, Maghnia University Centre.

e Dr. Houriya MORTAD, Maghnia University Centre.

e Dr. Fadela MASOUDI, Maghnia University Centre.

« Dr. Nadjia MOUSS, Maghnia University Centre.

o Dr. Khadidja ABDERAHIM, Maghnia University Centre.
« Dr. Amel BENSAFI, Maghnia University Centre.

 Dr. Fatiha BELHADJI, Maghnia University Centre.

« Dr. Hanane RABAHI, Maghnia University Centre.

The Organising Committee Members

President: Dr. Fatiha BELHADJI

Members:

=  Mr. Abdelmadjd AMOU, Maghnia University Centre.

= Dr. Yousra SERIR, Tlemcen University.

= Ms. Lina SERIR, Tlemcen University.

=  Mr. Mohammed DEKIOUK, Maghnia University Centre.
=  Mr. Youness AZZOUZI, Maghnia University Centre.

=  Mr. Fouad AYACHE, Maghnia University Centre.

=  Mr. Abderrahim KACHOUR, Maghnia University Centre.
=  Mr. Merouane MEBARKI, Maghnia University Centre.

= Ms. Imen MOUKHFI, Maghnia University Centre.

=  Mr. Fouad AYACHE, Maghnia University Centre.

=  Mr. Abderrahim KACHOUR, Maghnia University Centre.
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The learning and teaching processes had marked a remarkable paradigm shift from the past to
the present era. Interestingly, the recent globalized movement towards a digital shift in education
necessitates a completely rethinking pedagogy; that aims to face up complex educational
challenges. (Kearne, 2020) One of the challenges is how to foster learners’ digital literacy.
Remarkably, the project-based approach to teaching has been designed to ensure that learners take
responsibility for their learning as a child-centered method. Importantly, it emphasizes a variety of

methods including active learning, cooperative learning, and inductive learning thus outstanding

* Khawla BELHOUCHET : khawla.belhouchet@univ-khenchela.dz
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Approach / Khawla BELHOUCHET& Salim OUNIS

forerunners of project-based approach are unforgettable theorists such as John Dewey, William
Kilpatrick, KolmosAnette, and others. Project-based learning gained significant popularity and
widespread credence as an effective approach. Doubtlessly, the present work is conducted to
analyse the role of a project-based approach in enhancing learners’ digital literacy and
collaboration.

Keywords: Digital literacy, collaboration, soft skills, project-based approach.

Introduction

In the information age, evolving modern technologies have revolutionized education
(Matsumoto, Shibata & Hattori, 2020). Recently, technology and education ought to work together
to shape the profile of learners and to secure society. Recent technologies are an integral aspect of
school and society. It is therefore extremely vital to declare that the teaching/ learning processes
around the world are reshaped daily with new updated technologies (An &Mindrila, 2020). The role
of educators in the present era is to enhance learners’ 21%-century skills and competencies to face
up the challenges of a globally competitive and interactive digital profession (Bocanet&Fleseriu,
2020) thus incorporating technology in modern education is of utmost importance for educators and
decision-makers. Advocates of educational changes regarded technology as the main tool for
improving learners’ pedagogical outcomes and achievements. (Bibi & Nawaz, 2020). According to
Vidal (2020) educators, policymakers and educational leaders must recognize the significant
importance of incorporating technology in modern education. It must work together with education
in all phases (Loyless & Shaw, 2020). This creates a remarkable increasing tendency in
incorporating technology in learning/teaching processes. Therefore recent educational approaches
have to regard developing learners’ digital literacy and collaboration consideration. This study aims
to investigate the role of project-based learning; as a learner-centered approach, in enhancing

learners ‘digital literacy and collaboration.
The Role of the Teacher in Current Education

Today education marks a completely massive transformation as a result of the digital
revolution (Collins, A. & Halverson, R. 2009), the process of teaching goes digital, it witnesses a
radically shift from ordinary face to face instruction as a teacher-centered pedagogy to online

instruction via digital technologies that are student-centered pedagogy. Therefore, teachers must use
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modern technologies in recent instructions since the vital aim of education is to prepare learners to
be active agents in society because it shapes the personal profile of 21%-century learners as
cooperative effective individuals in society. Educators ought to make a remarkable paradigm shift
in their workplaces therefore this can be challenging (Thomas, 2020). Teachers must not be
outdated with current and futuristic technologies thus teachers are in urgent need of efficient
proficiency development regular training and opportunities to keep up being digital. That’s why
educators are fighting an endless struggle and a never-ending war against technology obsolescence
(Sadaf, 2019). As a result, there is a need for changing traditional approaches to proactive programs
that infuses technology. (Pamela. A Robert. E, Christopher. J, Garretson & Michael D, Richardson,
2020).

Top Challenge to Incorporate Technology in Modern Education

As with any revolution, there will be both gains and losses. The main central challenge is
whether the current schools will be capable of adapting and incorporating the new power of
technology-driven learning for the next generation of public schooling. (Collins, A & Halverson, R.
2005).

Rethinking Pedagogy

There are new digital literacies that are becoming important to be acquired by 21¥-century
learners (i.e. creating videos, animations, websites...etc) thus learners need to learn how to search
for information, download them, and evaluate findings. As a result school leaders and teachers need
to understand how learning technologies work and how they change the basic interaction of teachers
and learners. Technology leaders too ought to coordinate with educators to create new opportunities
to engage 21%-century learners in the 21%-century world efficiently. ( Kearney, 2020). Learners
ought to master how they use efficiently the different resources for digital learning, such as digital
notebooks, online platforms, digital journals, digital dictionaries ...etc as teachers too have to use
different favorite applications mainly: Kahoot, Edpuzzle, Educreations, Socratic, Classroom,

Schoology, Seesaw, Google Classroom, and others.
Project-Based Learning (PjBL)

Importantly, Project-based learning is a learner-centered approach to teaching and learning.
It is an educational pedagogy that fosters learners’ 21%-century skills and competencies mainly:

teamwork, responsibility, career motivation, problem-solving, technical skills, collaboration...etc. It
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provides learners with all the necessary abilities and capacities to overcome all the challenges of the
current world. Project-based learning emphasizes a variety of methods including active learning,
cooperative learning, and inductive learning. It energizes learners whereby they solve complex
problems, answers questions, formulate questions; it assures positive interdependence, scaffolding,
and individual accountability whereby learners work in a zone of proximal development and

groups.

An extremely vital role of education is to provide innovative education for learners who
explore the labor market in the future as it raises their competitiveness and promotes the
development of the whole society (Crosling, Nair, &Vaithilingam, 2015). Research has suggested
fostering learners’ innovation by supporting their autonomy during learning tasks (Martin,
Potoc¢nik, & Fras, 2017). Project-based learning proves to meet effectively such needs. In the
spotlight of the theoretical philosophical underpinnings of project-based learning, the teacher and
learner play vital roles, the teacher moves away from mere chalk and talks and spray and pray
lecture format to create interactive adaptive experiences, learners, therefore, must be engaged in
meaningful active learning that traditional approaches marginalize. The teacher's role is not just to
impart content-based conceptual knowledge through the spoon-feeding process however he should
act as a monitor, guide, initiator, and facilitator. (Brundiers&Wiek, 2013; Krajcik& Shin, 2014).
Doubtlessly, interesting empirical studies on project-based learning have been proved an
improvement on learners’ outcomes (Pengyue, G. Nadira, S. Lysanne, S. Wilfried, A. 2020) mainly
on the affective outcomes (i.e. perceptions of the benefits of project-based learning and perceptions
of the experience) were most applied, which were measured by tools like questionnaires, interviews,
observation, and self-reflection journals besides cognitive outcomes (i.e. basically knowledge and
cognitive strategies) as well as behavioral outcomes (i.e. soft skills and engagement) were also
measured by questionnaires, rubrics, tests, interviews, observation, self-reflection journals, artifacts,

and log data.
Aim of the Study and Research Questions

Doubtlessly, the present research was conducted to investigate the role of the Pedagogy of
Project-Based Learning (PjBL) in enhancing learners' digital literacyand collaboration in secondary
education. Therefore, the data takes the specific case study of students in ArabMessoud secondary
school, Chechar- khenchela. To achieve the aforementioned aim, a questionnaire involving eighty

learners was administered to collect information on the learners’ familiarity with PjBL and with
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presentations with this instructional modern approach to modern teaching and its link with
developing their digital literacy and collaboration. This work aims to verify and argue the nature of
the relationship between PjBL and learners ‘digital literacy and collaboration as an elemental goal
to activate the role of education through training a successful and qualified generation to face the
difficulties of real-life innovatively. The target objectives of this work are:

e To highlight the role that Project Based Learning plays in enhancing EFL
student digital literacy and collaboration.

e To shed light on the framework image of PjBL in classrooms, and explore the
PjBL environment and pedagogy.

e To check whether the expectations attached to the PjBL are realistic or not.

The present research attempts to address a host of educational pedagogical
issues relevant to the reliability and validity of Project-Based Learning and
Pedagogy. Consequently, this study aims at addressing the following research
questions:

e To what extent are Algerian learners and teachers of the English language in Secondary
Schools aware of the role of Project-Based Learning in enhancing learners’ digital literacy
and collaboration?

e Does PjBL enhance learners’ digital literacy and collaboration?

Research Methodology

To accomplish the research aims and obtain the information for the subjects, a questionnaire
for EFL learners is administered in the form of scientific text to be analyzed. It attempts to verify
the role of Project-Based Learning in enhancing learners’ digital literacy and collaboration. The
population of this study consists of EFL learners in the Secondary Schools, (Arab Messoud
Secondary School — Chechar/ khenchela) wherein we will randomly choose a sample of 80
secondary school learners, collect data about their attitudes, opinion, and process and presentation

of Projects during the academic year 2021/2022 first term.

The questionnaire begins with a small introduction that explains the aim of the study. It
consists of 15 questions. Some questions are of the multiple-choice type where learners are asked to
put a tick (V) in the corresponding choice. The other questions are open-ended questions requiring
learners to give their answers and justify them where necessary. This questionnaire is made in the

form of four sections, each one is attempted to provide a specific set of information purposefully.
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Section one is about Learners’ Background Information. Section two is dealing with incorporating
technology in education, section three is entitled project-based learning and section four is about
enhancing learners’ digital literacy and collaboration via project-based learning. The learners’
questionnaire was distributed to 80 learners of second-year secondary education, literary stream of
Arab Messoud Secondary school during class sessions under their teachers’ control. The Data
obtained from the questionnaire will be treated in tables and graphs. Information will be presented
and analyzed according to the order of the items in the questionnaire. (Below is the analysis of the

most important questions).
Analysis and Interpretation of the Questionnaire

The Data obtained from the questionnaire will be treated in tables and graphs. Information
will be presented and analyzed according to the order of the items in both questionnaires.

Section Two: Incorporating Technology in Learning
Q4: Do you get satisfied when using ICT’s?

Table 4:

Learners’ Attitudes about Using ICT’s in their Learning

Options Number Percentage
Extremely satisfied 45 56.25%
Very satisfied 25 31.25%
Somewhat satisfied 10 12.50%
Somewhat  dissatisfied 00 00%
Neither satisfied nor dissatisfied 00 00%
Very dissatisfied 00 00%
Extremely dissatisfied 00 00%

Total 80 100%
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Figure4: Learners’ Attitudes about Using ICT’s in their Learning

The table reveals clearly that the majority of learners (56.25%) are extremely satisfied with
using ICT’s in their learning while (31.25%) opted for very satisfied. However, the rest (12.50%)
chose somewhat satisfied. What is noticeable is that no one opted for dissatisfaction degrees.
Q6 / Do you think that ICT’s is important?
Table 06: Learners Attitudes towards the Importance of ICT’s

yes 77 96.25%

no 03 3.75%

Ihalat Journal Volume 04 Special issue March 2022 @



Enhancing Learners’ Digital Literacy and Collaboration via Project-Based
Approach / Khawla BELHOUCHET& Salim OUNIS

Learners'Attitudes Towards the
Importance of ICT's
120
100
80 -
60 -
M percentage
40 -
20 -
0 - . _—|
yes no

Figure 06: Learners Attitudes towards the Importance of ICT’s
It seems from the result obtained in the above table that most learners (96.25%) agree about the
importance of ICT’s in their learning, considerably, only a minority of 3.25% believe that
ICT’s is just a helping tool for learning.
Q11/ What did you like about working on this project? Select all that apply?

Learners’ Preferences about Projects

Options Number Percentage
Working in 34 42.5%
Groups
Creating the product 05 6.25%
Presenting  Creative 23 28.75%
Ideas and ICT’s

Researching ideas 08 10%

Exhibition 10 12.50%

Total 80 100%
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Figure 11. Aspects that Learners like in projects

When learners were asked about what they liked about working on this project, 34 of
them representing42.50% answered that they enjoyed working in groups as teamwork, and 05 of
the participants representing 06.25% declared that creating products is what they liked most. 23
participants (28.75%) chose to present creative ideas and ICT’s while six (8) participants (10%)
answered by researching ideas. The last 10 participants’ stated the factor of the exhibition.

Unfortunately, they did not add other options.

1) Q13/ In your opinion, do you think that presenting projects foster your digital literacy
and collaboration?
Table 13: Learners Attitudes about the Role of PjBL in Enhancing Digital Literacy and

Collaboration

Options Number Percentage
Yes 75 93.75
No 5 6.25
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Figure 13: Learners Attitudes about the Role of PjBL in Enhancing
Digital Literacy and Collaboration

It is obvious from the table above that 93.75% of learners do agree strongly about the role of
P;BL in enhancing learners’ digital literacy and collaboration. They said that giving them the
chance to present a given topic via ICT’s in all stages, is reason enough to improve digital literacy
and soft skills since they are using them before, during, and after their presentation. Only 6.25%
think that PjBL does not enhance digital literacy and collaboration since projects can be presented
in various forms.

Q15/ What do you recommend enhancing digital literacy and collaboration
Via PjBL ?

Most learners recommended that EFL teachers ought to monitor learners to use digital
means in their project presentations and to reward the skillful learners with interesting rewards.
Some recommended presenting their projects in foreign language laboratories that are well
equipped.

General Findings and Discussions

Notably, the findings of the questionnaire prove that PjBL plays an important role in
fostering the soft and digital competencies of learners mainly collaboration. PjBL engages learners
in real learning “Learning by Doing” effectively wherein all learners were working in collaborative
teamwork using digital means, interacting and taking roles in their presentation of the project. EFL
learners are aware of the importance of PjBL as well as digital literacy /collaboration as two

extremely competencies of 21%-century education. It was found that most EFL teachers do
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implement PjBL during their teaching since all participants were familiar with delivering projects.
In addition to that PjBL provides learners with top hallmark advantages such as: working in groups,
creating the product, using ICT’s to present creative ideas, researching critical ideas, exhibition and

others. Furthermore, learners were highly motivated by presenting projects in their way.

Conclusion

This research attempted to investigate the role that PjBL plays in enhancing learners’ digital literacy
and collaboration in the 21% century. It was mentioned that many researchers, educators, and trends
have conducted interesting recent studies about PjBL and digital literacy/ collaboration. They
strongly prove that PjBL is a beneficial educational approach. Consequently, this study mainly
investigates the extent to which PjBL enhances learners’ digital literacy and the extent to which
Algerian teachers and learners of the English language are aware of this unparalleled role.
Interestingly, it is worthy to note that the analysis of the academic tool proved that the more or the
fewer teachers implement PjBL, the more or the fewer learners develop their digital literacy and
collaboration and gain more insights thus, the expectations linked to PjBL are so realistic. Learners

of today are the seeds of tomorrow, it’s high time educators rethink more engaging up-to-date

pedagogy.
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Appendix

Appendix 01

Learners’ Questionnaire
Dear Splendid Learners,

You are kindly requested to fill in this questionnaire, which is mainly designed to investigate
the role of Project-Based Learning (PjBL) in enhancing learners’ digital literacy and
collaboration.

Your contribution will be of great importance to the validity of this research. We would be
grateful if you could answer this questionnaire by ticking off (V) the appropriate box or by
providing full answers when necessary.

Thank you in advance
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Section One: Learners’ Background Information

1)How old are you?

v Between 15 and 18 years old.C*)

v 18 years old. Q)

v Beyond 18 years old. VY
2) What is your gender?

v Male @
v Female @

Section Two: Incorporating Technology in Learning

3) Do you get bored with doing things in the same old ways?
v Yes
v No

4) Do you get satisfied when using ICT’s?
v Extremely satisfied

Very satisfied

Somewhat satisfied

Somewhat dissatisfied

Neither satisfied nor dissatisfied

Very dissatisfied

CRCICECECICECIRCRS

v
v
v
v
v
v Extremely dissatisfied

5) Do you want to learn how to use ICT’s effectively?

v Yes

CRC

v No
6) Do you think that ICT’s is important?

v Yes

G

Examples: .....................

v No @

7) Do you like to work in teamwork? If yes, why?

v Yes QQ
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v No @

Section Three: Project-Based Learning

8) As a learner, are you interested in presenting projects?

v Yes QQ
v No QQ

9) Are you familiar with presenting projects? If yes give examples of some projects you have
presented.

v Yes Y

10) How do you evaluate your experience with Project-based learning?
v Extremely satisfied @

v Very satisfied Y
v Somewhat satisfied Y
v Somewhat dissatisfied Y
v Neither satisfied nor dissatisfied Y
v Very dissatisfied @
v Extremely dissatisfied Y
v

11) What did you like about working on this project? Select all that apply.

v Working in Groups @
v Creating the product @
v Presenting Creative Ideas and ICT’s @
v Researching ideas Y
v Exhibition Y
v Others (please specify):
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Section Four: Enhancing Learners’ Digital Literacy and Collaboration via PBL
13) In your opinion, do you think that presenting projects foster your digital literacy and
collaboration?

v Yes Y
v No W

14) If yes, explain how.

15) What do you recommend to enhance digital literacy and collaboration
via PBL?

Thank you very much for your valuable contribution
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